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Bill Dunne writes from USP Terre Haute, IN, 
that, yes, he’s been moved from population to 
segregation and then to SHU. “I am eligible for 
parole in 2001, but don’t expect any air. Litiga- 
tion contesting the improper execution of my 
sentence was denied by the Seventh Circuit 
Court of Appeals in Jan.,’94. | filed for Su- 
preme Court review in Apr ‘94. | was segre- 
gated for investigation of possession of escape 
paraphernalia in Jan ‘94, the 3 similar investi- 
gation in 8 months. When that charge proved 
unsustainable, | was found guilty of planning to 
escape. This charge is not supported by evi- 
dence either. As a result | await disciplinary 
transfer to an unknown location.” *** 
“Everything is against the rules here...The 
Special Investigative Agent has recently been 
launching a lot of nebulous conspiracy-related 
investigations. ..Many people are being 
shipped. Last year Terre Haute was desig- 
nated the federal death row and killing ground, 
A unit has been remodeled and facilities built 
for this purpose.” *** “There are reports the 
prison has also acquired an armored personnel 
carrier...investigations and transfers are aimed 
at getting rid of prisoners problematic when the 
official murder starts.” *** “Terre Haute re- 
cently (Mar ‘94) opened a new SHU at one end 
of the prison. It holds 200 prisoners in double 
cells now, and will have 50 more beds in an as 
yet uncompleted wing. Prisoners are virtually 
completely isolated in it. Out of cell time is five 
hours per week; prisoners are put four at a 
time in small rec pens with only a handball. 
Everything is controlled—heat (or lack of it), 
clothing, water, personal property, reading 
material, etc.” *** “| am involved in no organ- 
ized activities. There are none in the SHU. | 
read, write, exercise, study, file grievances and 
try to maintain and even improve myself, my 
basic tool of struggle.” *** “lam in excellent 


health but miss the opportunity for more salu- 
tary outdoor exercise like running and weights.” 
*** “The future holds promise.!” 


t+ 


David Gilbert writes from Comstock: “We had 
a recent TB scare and my block was shut down 
for a day for screening. There had been a 
number of new positive test results although 
officials say they found no active case (only 
active TB cases are contagious). This problem 
was predictable because of relying too nar- 
rowly on the annual test to find any new cases. 
Such testing is inadequate in a population with 
a high incidence of HIV because: 1)People with 
compromised immune systems can often show 
false negatives on the TB test, and 2) People 
with compromised immune system can convert 
from exposure to the active/contagious TB very 
rapidly. Quick identification of contagious TB 
in such a population is extremely difficult and 
can’t be perfect. It is therefore crucial to have 
fresh air and good ventilation to prevent the 
spread of TB. While TB is a particular problem 
in New York, it has started to appear in other 
prison systems. | want to encourage comrades 
to be conscious about having adequate fresh 
air and ventilation in all buildings.” 


+++ 


Luis Rosa Perez writes from Menard (Illinois) 
that his last transfer was in 1990 but before 
that he was transferred over 20 times (for se- 
curity reasons). *** Current status? “Puerto 
Rican Prisoner of War. | have 1 year left on 
state charges (30 yr. sentence) plus 1 % years 
to serve on a contempt of court. After that | 
have a 75 year sentence in Federal Prison. | 
do not recognize the U.S. Courts or Parole 
system, hence | will not appeal nor go before 
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board.” *** “The institution has been on 24- 
hour lockdown for the last two months. There 
are rumors that the administration has sought 
and gotten a court order for a 6-month-long 24- 
a-day lockdown. Last year we spent 360 days 
on 24-hour lockdown.” *** New construction 
and rules have been geared at isolating the 
prison population from each other and at con- 
trolling all aspects of life.” *** | amaclerkin 
the Music Department. | also freelance for 
prison paper.” *** lm chairman for Latin 
American Cultural Committee and participate in 
sports program; powerlifting, tennis, softball 
and track teams, when off lockdown. | also 
participate as a musician in the music pro- 
gram.” *** “Recently put together an art ex- 
hibit in Chicago of my oil paintings. Also help 
put together a poetry/art anthology of personal 
and comrades’ poems and art work. I’m work- 
ing on coloring/history book for children.” *** 
“For my insomnia music and yoga are my 
treatments.” *** “My family is fine.” 


++ 


Marilyn Buck from Marianna (Florida) says she 
hasn’t been moved recently, “but | have been 
approved for transfer. Hopefully next time | will 
be in California...” *** “Trying to finish corre- 
spondence course.” *** “It was wonderful to 
see the newsletter. | hope other comrades will 
respond.” 


+++ 


Herman Bell from Eastern CF in Napanoch, 
NY, says he has nothing new to report now but 
will have a legal update soon. “I wish to per- 
sonally extend comradely greetings to all my 
brothers and sisters, particularly to those who 
contributed to our first issue of ‘This Just In...” 
“* “I like the idea of rapping with you guys, to 
learn what you are doing, how you are feeling, 
what you are thinking. As | read everyone’s 
comments, it struck me that everybody is in 
reasonably good spirits. For me, reading about 
what everyone is doing is uplifting during these 
dark and difficult times.” 


This Just In ... 


Richard Mafundi Lake writes from West Jef- 
ferson C.F. in Bessemer, AL, “Habeas Corpus 
pending before U.S. District Court. Had Evi- 
dentiary Hearing 4/28/93. No ruling on hear- 
ing.” *** “Sentenced to 45 days disciplinary 
segregation and 30 days loss of visitation, 
store and telephone privileges—false charge of 
attempting to blackmail/extort prison guard.” 
*** “New rules made everyday...no consis- 
tent rules.” *** Richard works as a cook. *** 
“The organized activity is basically behavior 
modification programs geared to creating in- 
formers.” *** He is involved in “informal politi- 
cal education and African history/culture dis- 
cussions among the youth, with a strong em- 
phasis on the importance of family and positive 
values, and a revolutionary consciousness.” 
*** Except for slightly high blood pressure he 
reports no major health problems. *** 

“Mother has been bedridden for about 2 years 
and has to be fed through tube in her stomach. 
Father suffering the rigors of old age.” *** 
“Wife (Weyni) still strong as pig iron, has not 
missed a visiting day in almost 11 years. 
Daughter Maia Nefortari, 11 years old and As- 
sata Shakur 16 years old equally strong and 
supportive.” *** “The limits of oppression are 
determined by the tolerance of the oppressed.” 


+++ 


Sundiata Acoli, still in Leavenworth, tells us 
his family is doing well...*** “I finally saw 
‘Malcolm X’ on cable t.v. in February; this 
prison had refused to show it at the ‘prison’ 
movie theater.” *** “The prison population 
here is turning over at an accelerated rate, 
even tho there has always been a high rate 
previously. Most of the new prisoners are 
young Blacks and 3% Worlds.” *** (The Sun- 
diata Acoli Freedom Campaign announced 
that the New Jersey Parole Board has denied 
Acoli parole and has given him a 20 year hit 
which was rendered at the conclusion of a 20- 
minute hearing via telephone; Sundiata was 
not allowed to be present at his hearing. 
Preparation has begun for the filing of an ad- 
ministrative appeal). 
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Ramona Africa was released 5/13/92 from 
SCI Muncy and is now living in Philadelphia. 
She is working on behalf of her MOVE sisters 
and brothers who are still in prison. *** “Our 
brother Carlos Africa and our sister Consuella 
Africa have been paroled. Carlos after 13 
years and Consuella after 16 years.” *** “On 
Jan.3, 1994, Judge Louis Pollack (of the U.S. 
District Court) ruled on magistrate Hall’s rec- 
ommendation in my civil suit {against the city of 
Philadelphia}: Pollack dismissed all the defen- 
dants in my suit as to liability for bombing us on 
May 13, 1985. He agreed with magistrate 
Hall’s view that the bombing is reasonable and 
was not excessive force.” *** “The MOVE 
org. is planning a demonstration at the Liberty 
Bell here in Philadelphia on May 14, 
1994...there’s no better place to expose injus- 
tice, inequality, oppression...” 


+++ 


Alberto Rodriguez,in Lewisburg FCI since 
1985, writes: “l, as all Puerto Rican POWs, 
have submitted through attorneys and Ofen- 
siva 92 petitions for release to President Clin- 
ton and the OAS. | have been eligible for a 
parole hearing since 2/93 but have not ap- 
peared before the board yet.” *** “Ino longer 
try to keep track of prison rules. | have not 
been placed on any special security watch nor 
singled out for special treatment.” *** Job 
assignment: “Auto-Heat Institute Clerk and 
Shop Aide. AHI is vocational training program 
in plumbing, electrical wiring, heating an air 
conditioning.” *** “lam a member of both the 
Education Committee and Hispanic Committee 
of the NAACP chapter here. I’m in arts & crafts 
in glass painting. I’m taking guitar lessons and 
learning music theory. | tutor in math and liter- 
acy and attend an AIDS workshop.” *** “I 
hope to do more writing this year as well as get 
involved in a video project with friends on the 
outside.” *** My family is fine. My grand- 
mother just reached her 88" birthday. My par- 
ents are fine and | hope to see them in July. 
My daughter Tazminn is 16 years old, in her 3 
year of high school, works and is doing well. 
My son Ricardo, 11, plays baseball, is taking 
piano lessons and is in the 5" grade.” *** | 


This Just In... 


appreciate getting the Bulletin and hearing 
what kind of political projects the prisoners are 
doing both inside the walls and with people on 
the outside. | would like to hear what prisoners 
are doing legally to gain their freedom.” 
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Abul Aziz from Leavenworth says he “really 
enjoyed reading the Bulletin, especially the 
piece by Herman Bell—we spent a few years 
together in Marion.” *** “They told me | will 
be eligible for parole in 2053. | must do 10 
years on each of the 8 life sentences. | al- 
ready did 22 years.” *** Rules: “They make 
their own rules by harassing people unneces- 
sarily.” *** Job: Center-hall orderly. *** 

“I’m a Muslim and most of my time is spent 
calling people to the true teaching of Al-Islam.” 
*** Abdul says he is still trying to get sent 
back to the Virgin Islands. “When | use to be in 
the Islands before my incarceration | had a lot 
of influence on my people. My people looked 
up to me. Because of my development as a 
Muslim | can offer them something good. | see 
things [now] in a more positive aspect. | still 
maintain that | did not commit the crime of 
murder.” *** In regard to his request to return 
to the Islands, Abdul says, “The Unit manager 
has been working on a formal request since 
January through the Warden.” 


t+ 


Luis Colon who is under house arrest, writes, 
“Dismissal of charges reversed by Appeals 
Court in Boston. Petition for review filed in US 
Supreme Court 4/1/94.” *** The prison is my 
mother’s house where a federal judge has or- 
dered me to be 24 hours a day for the last 
year, after he dismissed weapons charges filed 
in connection with my arrest in March 1992. 
Recently they changed the electronic equip- 
ment that monitors my every move, saying that 
because of an ‘administrative error,’ it was 
connected to a telephone in ‘Yugoslavia.’ Ap- 
parently they don’t know there is no such 
country any more.” *** “This August will mark 
9 years since the arrest of Puerto Rican patri- 
ots associated with Los Macheteros. This is a 
short time in the history of repression and suf- 
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fering of our people, who will one day achieve 
our full dignity as a free and sovereign people 
in the community of nations.” 


+++ 


Eleggua Osun Elufe writes from Eastern N.Y. 
State C.F. that he has just returned from a 
hearing regarding his solitary confinement in 
Attica. *** He is preparing “to expose the 
medical abuses | have experienced from 
state’s prison medical dept.” *** He writes 
that the package room policy has been 
changed to make it harder to receive clothing, 
etc. *** “I enjoy writing poetry, essays. | am 
in the process of getting two pieces published, 
one about my belief in Santeria.” *** “| suffer 
from nerve damage in my left arm caused by 
an assault by prison guards in another prison 
and also as a result | suffer from migraine 
headaches.” *** “There should be more con- 
cerned human beings to change society’s way 
of thinking about prisoners and other op- 
pressed and poor people.” 


+++ 


Maroon (Russell Shoats) writes from Dallas 
SCI (Pa), that he’s been “staffed for the new 
high security penitentiary located in Greene 
County, Pa. It’s scheduled for opening within 
the next few months. From all indications this 
will be Pennsylvania’s ‘Pelican Bay.” *** 

New rules in the lockout unit “designed to ‘get 
us ready’ for Greene County: A one-hour, non- 
contact visit during the a.m. weekday hours 
only; no books, other than religious or legal; no 
mail that cannot fit in a letter-size envelope; no 
food products from the commissary; one half 
the outdoors exercise we were getting; 2 pairs 
underwear, tee shirts and socks, 2 packs of 
cigarettes per week.” *** “I’m presently litigat- 
ing against these restrictions.” *** My family 
is well. However, I’m only allowed a one-hour 
non-contact visit per week. This makes it very 
hard for them to come over 100 miles for this 
kind of visit.” 


This Just In... 


Joe Doherty writes from Long Kesh in Ireland: 
Moved? “No!” *** “| expect to go to the 
parole board in 1999/2000. This will be my 19" 
year—don’t expect release.” *** Prison dis- 
ciplinary action? “No! We have almost 500 
republican prisoners housed together—a politi- 
cal environment.” *** His assignment is edu- 
cation of political prisoners. *** Activities? 
“Studies, music, writing articles for prison 
magazine. We have debating meetings, etc. 
Continuing poetry writing, political columns, 
music too.” *** Health problems? “No! Ex- 
cept home sickness.” *** “Family are fine. 
Still in anger with loyalist death squad killings in 
Belfast.” *** “I send my regards to old friends 
and companions, especially those in Marion: 
keep the struggle, Ray and Tommy et al” 


+++ 


Juan (Papo) Segarra writes from Atlanta USP: 
“No change for me here...” 


+++ 


Zolo Agona Azania writes from Indiana State 
Prison, Michigan City, In.: “On May 27, 1993, 
the State Supreme Court of Indiana affirmed 
the conviction but vacated the death sentence 
and the case was remanded for a new jury and 
judge sentencing hearings.” *** The DOC 
has no definite rules, only guidelines giving the 
guards more power over our lives. *** Zolo 
has no prison job because he’s on death row 
awaiting court hearing. *** He does 
“whatever it takes to educate, agitate, organ- 
ize, unify. “I’m a Muslim and New Afrikan 
Freedom Fighter, artist, do law work.” *** 
“Have produced a number of booklets, ‘Who is 
the New Afrikan;’ ‘Our National Name;’ ‘World 
Gangsters;’ ‘New Afrikan Sentiments;’ ‘Love, 
Sex and Infatuation;’ an ‘The Cause of the 
April Uprising Following the Verdict in the Rod- 
ney Glen King Case.” *** Family is holding 
strong. “I have a brother in the general popu- 
lation here serving a long sentence.” *** | 
would like help to conduct a letter-writing cam- 
paign to bring attention to my plight.” 
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Sukhminer Singh Sandhu remains in MCC 
New York. *** He’s involved in ongoing ex- 
tradition proceedings *** His prison job is 
serving food in kitchen. *** “There are no 
organize or any activities in MCC. Only rec- 
reation is you go to roof every other day for 
one hour to get fresh air.” *** “Read a lot and 
exercise everyday for 1 to 2 hours in the cell or 
common area.” *** “Family is in home state 
Punjab.” *** “|I have never been convicted of 
anything. | was misquoted in the Bulletin. | 
have been accused by the Indian government 
of various politically motivated charges.” 
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Ranjit Singh Gill is still in MCC New York, 
fighting extradition. *** “There is no organize 
activity in MCC other than roof 2 or 3 times a 
week for an hour.” *** Activity: “Reading of 
political oriented periodicals and a bunch of 
daily international newspapers and news 
magazines. Try to work out every day in cell or 
common area.” *** “Family back in Punjab.” 
*** Like his co-defendant Sukhminder Singh 
Sandhu, Ranjit Singh Gill, he was never con- 
victed but was only accused of certain politi- 
cally motivated high profile charges by the In- 
dian government. “Even one-time District 
Court Judge ruled in our favor denying extradi- 
tion because of tainted evidence and lack of 
probable cause. But govt. refuted the request 
and proceedings are still ongoing in District 
Court.” 


+++ 


Richard Williams writes from USP Lompoc, 
Ca.: “Too far in the future for parole applica- 
tion; still working on New Jersey appeal.” *** 
No job..."Medically unfit for work. Problems 
with old ankle injury.” *** Otherwise health 
good, ankle treatment non-existent.” *** 
“Family all fine.” *** “Many men were sent 
out to the new USP’s in Colorado an Penn but | 
am staying here for now. | was originally sent 
here to keep me as far away from my ‘base of 
operations’ as possible. The BOP’s new 
phrase for ‘family’ | guess.” 


This Just In... 


Edwin Cortes writes from USP Terre Haute, 
In., where he was moved from Leavenworth. A 
Puerto Rican POW he is signer of a pardon 
petition addressed to President Clinton, the 
OAS Human Rights Court, the State Dept. and 
the United Nations demanding amnesty for 
political prisoners and POWs. *** He says 
the new computerized telephone system in the 
prison requires sending a visiting form to all 
members of immediate family, i.e., brothers, 
sisters, and daughter. *** He works in 

sheet metal shop. *** He is on waiting list for 
ceramics. He works with NAACP and Raza 
Unida Inmate Organization. *** He is having 
a problem with left ankle never properly diag- 
nosed or treated. *** “Brother Julie severed 
his spinal cord en route to visit me in Dec. of 
1986. Julie is seeking new medical technology 
which could help his paralysis.” *** “After ap- 
proximately 9 yrs. a long way from family and 
community, | am presently only 3 % hrs. away 
from Chicago.” *** Edwin would like to see 
from other prisoners their analysis of current 
events occurring in the world—South Africa, 
Palestine, Ireland, AIDS in USA, etc. 


+++ 


Christopher “Naeem” Trotter has been in In- 
diana State Prison, Michigan City, since 1987. 
*** “| am currently serving a 142 year sen- 
tence; My unjust trial conviction has been 
‘affirmed’ by Indiana Supreme KKKourt of Ap- 
peals. | have a Post-conviction Relief petition 
(PCR) pending in the trial kkkourt of Indiana.” 
*** “Pm being held captive on an isola- 
tion/control unit as a result of my participation 
in the Feb. 1, 1985, prison rebellion at Indian 
State Reformatory, and I’m moving into my 
tenth year on isolation/control unit.” *** 
“Despite more repressive control, the general 
prison population is in a total state of apathy 
without any solid political direction.” *** “I’m 
educating and organizing the youth inside the 
belly of the beast to struggle against the re- 
pressive conditions.” *** “I just started a 
‘Christopher Naeem Trotter Freedom Cam- 
paign’ under the National People’s Democratic 
Uhuru Movement (NPDUM), and I’m writing a 
book on the Feb.1, prison rebellion and trial 
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which followed.” *** “| need information and 
Statistics concerning prison uprisings that have 
taken place inside the kkkolonial u.s. within the 
last 50 years, and | also need information on 
the trials of prisoners which followed those re- 
bellions.” *** Christopher suffers psychologi- 
cally from the isolation and control. “One 
doesn’t leave prison totally sane.” *** “The 
February 1, 1985, rebellion was in defense of 
Afrikan people and all prisoners who have a 
right to defend themselves against kkkolonial 
violence.” 


+++ 


Mark Cook writes that he has been transferred 
from federal prison at Sheridan, Oregon, to 
Washington State reformatory at Monroe, 
Washington. *** “Il had an Admission Hear- 
ing before the Indeterminate Sentence Review 
Board (ISRB). They have set my minimum term 


“This Just In...” hears that: 


e Silvia Baraldini is now in USP Danbury, CT. 


This Just In... 
at 196 months but it has to be determined if it 
is to be consecutive or concurrent to federal 
term.” *** His prison job is law library clerk 
.*** Health?: “No serious problems. | have 
high blood pressure but it is being treated with 
daily medication.” *** “This is the first time 
I’ve been in the State of Washington in almost 
18 years. Most of my family is here and | am 
able to visit with them more often. Especially 
the grand children who didn’t exist when | was 
first imprisoned. My mother and wife have 
passed away while | was in prison.” *** “l 
have already served 17 years and 8 months in 
the federal prison system for an offense arising 
from the same act underlying my state offense. 
212 months plus 196 months surpasses any 
sentence imposed for the same offense in this 
state. lve done enough time.” *** “My re- 
gards to all the other POWs and political pris- 
oners who are still down. 


e Alan Berkman works at a residence for homeless people with AIDS. He received an award from 


Osborne Society for his work with ex-prisoners. 


e Rumor is that the High Security unit at the “new” Florence, CO, FCI has been taking in 15 prison- 


ers a week. 
e Mutulu Shakur is now in USP Marion, IL. 


e Sundiata Acoli is now in the Allenwood, PA, prison. 


Comments or questions about This Just In will be welcomed. 


